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the esteem even of the oppressed Catholics. Above all, while
he upheld the Anglican Church, he gave its Catholic rival real
freedom; its clergy, rescued from the proscription of the
Cromwellian era, and allowed to do their offices among their
flocks, acknowledged him as their benefactor and friend.
This policy was not profound or far-sighted, but it was
wise, prudent, and perhaps suited to the time. In other
respects Ormond was more free to act; his administrative
capacity was conspicuously shown. True to the example of
all the best Viceroys, who felt that Ireland required a strong
central government, he greatly increased and improved the
. army; and he set on foot a militia in the Irish counties which
performed the functions of a good local police. By these
means he was enabled to put down every attempt to disturb
the public peace, to make his government respected by all
orders of men, to secure obedience in a country ever distracted
by savage animosities and feuds, even if it seemed for the
moment at rest. But the most striking feature of Ormond's
rule was his unremitting and successful zeal in promoting
everything that could advance the prosperity and material
wealth of the country; "he trode here','* he said, "in the seeps
of Stratford"; and he was worthy of the great man, in this
respect, his model. He encouraged the trade of Ireland in
many ways; he paid much attention to her agriculture; he
' stimulated the manufacture of linen, nearly abandoned during
the late civil war; he gave a remarkable impulse to the
manufacture of wool, already a promising Irish industry; he
introduced machinery of many kinds from England. Or-
mond, too, was almost the first projector of what may be
called Public Works in Ireland; and he was an excellent
patron of arts and learning. He founded a great Hospital
for soldiers, like that at Greenwich; the University of Dublin
owed much to him; he re-established a school1, near his an-
1 Kilkenny College, originally a foundation of the Cathedral of St Canice.